
Canadian Forces College, Toronto, Canada
      The following is my report and feedback of my recent trip [2008] to Canadian Forces College in Toronto, Canada.  I responded to your request for a TFGON member to speak on US National Security issues to the  Canadian Forces College, National Security Program.  This is a senior 0-6/7 Canadian  U.S. War College equivalent course for Canadian and international officers of all joint services.

       The Canadians were very accommodating, and made my trip effortless. I was met at the airport and brought to the College where the Commandant, a very impressive 0-7 with tours in the U.S. and a great tour in Afghanistan, hosted me for a private breakfast. We then toured the College, and met with students in small working groups.

        I had the opportunity to meet all of the students at the College during a pre-lunch reception, then was hosted at lunch by the senior students.   After the lunch, I gave a 40 minute presentation followed by one hour and one half of an energetic question period.  It was a great exchange, with insightful questions, and good dialogue. The Commandant and senior staff attended the lecture, as did students from a partner civilian university homeland security program.
The Commandant and I spent a little more time together, then I returned to Washington.

         I found the day stimulating and very rewarding.  The dialogue was at the war college, post-graduate level.  While there were some understandable differences based on national perspectives, the students were receptive and understanding of our policies. I thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity to meet with these students, and have recently accepted an invitation to return in May and address another program of the College.  Thanks for your role in bringing our two countries closer together, and for bringing this opportunity to my attention.   
Rear Admiral [Ret.] Don Loren 
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